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A Resource for Principals and Administrators:
Supporting Multilingual Learners in Transitional Kindergarten (TK)

This summer critical, urgent legislation was signed into law to ensure that multilingual TK students are not assessed
and identified using the English Language Proficiency Assessment of California (ELPAC) which is a developmentally
inappropriate assessment. Assembly Bill (AB) 2268 exempts TK students from taking the ELPAC, which was designed
for older students.

A long-term solution for identifying and supporting multilingual TK students is forthcoming from the California
Department of Education (CDE). In the meantime, what can schools do to welcome and support Multilingual Learner
(ML) students in the TK classroom?

Recognize that TK is becoming universal in California.

TK is designed as an age-appropriate bridge from PreK into kindergarten. Instruction is reflective of PreK, but
delivered with the specific goal to prepare children to enter kindergarten.
o TK California offers a comprehensive overview and explanation of TK, along with many resources for
program considerations and design.
o CDE’s Transitional Kindergarten Implementation Guide provides TK resources for California early
childhood educators including videos, research briefs, reports, and toolkits.

Make sure TK programming is developmentally appropriate.

Four-year-olds are different from kindergarten children in their cognitive, socio-emotional, and physical
development.
e The recently released Preschool/TK Learning Foundations describe the learning and developmental arcs of
most TK-aged children, and offer many additional links and resources.

Questions? Contact us at info@earlyedgecalifornia.org



https://tkcalifornia.org/about-tk/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/tkig.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundations.asp
mailto:info@earlyedgecalifornia.org
https://earlyedgecalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/AB-2268-Signed_Final_7.18.24.pdf

Make sure TK programming is appropriate for multilingual learners and their families.

From the earliest stages of infancy, interactions such as talking, singing, and reading to children play a crucial
role in fostering children’s ability to understand and use language. Insisting that TK classrooms support
intentional, language-rich learning opportunities enhances TK multilingual learners’ language skills and overall
development.
o Californians Together’s EL Roadmap PreK/TK Toolkit is a key resource to learn how to best support
equitable access and quality programming for multilingual children and families.
o Fact Sheet: Myths and Research about Bilingual Development will help you separate myth from fact
around bilingual development.
o Bilingualism and Biliteracy for All and the CDE’s Dual Language Learners webpage provide more
foundational information.

Understand that home language is critical in the early years.

Encourage families to keep up and use home languages with their children by sharing the benefits of
bilingualism. Also, encourage teachers to invite home languages into the classroom as assets:

e Tip Sheet: Including Children’s Home Language and Cultures includes guidance on how to include learning
key phrases in children’s home languages, invite families into the classroom, and incorporate cultural
traditions in the classroom experiences.

e Video: Encourage Use of Home Language at Home and PreK offers advice on how to incorporate children's
home language into teaching and work with families to do the same.

o Website Article: How School Leaders New to Working with ELLs Can Partner with Families gives you ideas
on how to best work together with families to meet the language and developmental needs of TK
multilingual learners.

Learn how to scaffold instruction for second language acquisition:

e The Language Learning Project Toolkit is a comprehensive resource for Personalized Oral Language
Learning (POLL) strategies that simultaneously support learning and language development in TK/PK
classrooms.

o Resource Guide: Supports for Classroom Language Models can help you gather resources for specific TK
instructional models.

o Supporting Emergent Bilingual Children in Early Learning highlights promising practices and provides a
checklist for educators.

There are hundreds of other resources on the The Multilingual Learning Toolkit to further support and
promote the unique linguistic and cultural assets of TK students in classrooms.
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mailto:info@earlyedgecalifornia.org
https://californianstogether.org/resource/preschool-transitional-kindergarten-toolkit-for-english-learner-roadmap/?mc_cid=d80b49f155&mc_eid=d575445915
https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/resource/flyer-myths-and-research-about-bilingual-development/
https://www.aft.org/ae/summer2020/lu
https://www.desiredresults.us/dll/understand.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/dll-childrens-home-languages.pdf
https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/resource/video-encourage-use-of-home-language-at-home-and-in-preschool/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/how-school-leaders-new-working-ells-can-partner-families-10-strategies-success
https://www.pollstrategies.org/toolkit-for-implementing-the-language-learning-project/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/supports-classroom-language-models.pdf
https://www.edc.org/sites/default/files/Emerging-Bilingual-Promising-Practices.pdf
https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/

